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.~ in its more traditionga)

sevbob is back agail 10 hed as areprint of "TfOrm
WE].lr }' i+ion was pUb].lS e h qf
last year S sdl"Heybob '77" has suffered the usual
Barney Guide ticles, and hopefully the Comblnatlgn o
of lack of ar ’ produce such a small €ditjop

years literary talent tothe other more important .

lSn'
~ore real indication of

tiveo 't
C g 1t:, - 2
this year's edition lacks Previ, 1esc

ub. Thankfully, ) "XS I ;
3221»? criticism of costs being close to PrOhlb}t1Ye' bui
cuture editors, I am sure, would be Very appreciatjyq o the

someone's help in the field of advertising.

The Heybob editorial offers thg chzf'mce t}O review the clyp
activities since the last publication, 1ts goals ang S
achievements, progress and innovations, the dlver.SifiCatio
and recessions in interests and the general strengths and ns

weaknesses of the club.

Recent years have seen a fairly constant high club membergh;
but unfortunately the number of active members dwindles ais 1p
the year proceeds to leave the fairly small core of hardeneg
bushies. It is indeed unfortunate that more don'+ stay on
to enjoy walking in the latter parts of the year.

by the Union's grants. As well as allowing for expansion ang
replacement of equipment, these grants have allowed the
introduction of a trip subsidy scheme which has proved very
successful in countering the previous years' restrictions on
Size and number Of trips due to lack of available transport.
The scheme? Séems to promote the goals and activities of the
club and it is hoped to continue it in the future.

. lons at Hinchinb land,
Tassie and the Snowi lnbrook, New Zea ! of
the club seems to bee:{:rCOnversely the lightgr social side



unfortunately, dwindling interest has left skills such as map
reading and first-aid to depend a lot on the bushies previous

knowledge. It is hoped that in future years the elder bushies
will help the club's "freshers" by passing on some of these
basic but essential skills.

issues hasn't helped interest. Major areas of concern
recently have included Uranium mining and export, the sand
mining of Fraser and Moreton Islands, and the development of
the Yeppoon Wetlands, while there have been substantial

increases ip National Park areas, especlally in the Scenic Rim
Area, of which we have special interest.

wishingjyou the best in the future.
o

Jon Fearnley.

The body roams the mountains ;
And the spirit i1s set free

Hsu Hsia-k'o



ost gratifying job +
it most certainly g
ks and a share of the creqg

This section is probably the m
editor has to perform = well,

But who deserves the than
1977's Heybob gives well de

who have contributed sO muc |
evolution, development and reproduction.

hat
an:
fOr
- igs 8
served credit to the map, . Ve,

h in time and effort intg ?eo‘él{
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Firstly, thanks to all those who presented articles..f
time, inspiration, effort (and pain - never mind ukaa;”t@
bending). Special mention too for the longer artich%;mf |
associated maps and photos. "1th

This year's Heybob, for the first time, has been Printeq ),
the Queensland Conservation Council, who have proved eXCel{
printers in every respect. Many thanks to Gordon, ang pg ent
and Liz for all their guidance and hard work - and to Jape

who deciphered, corrected, punctuated, arranged, set-out g
typed the many and varied articles presented to her,

The advertiser's support has been indispensible in reducing
+he financial burden of a magazine such as this and I urge
you to support them 1in their respective fields.

For the inside cover drawing, specilal thanks to my Mother, an

for the great photos thanks Hugh, Bob and Janine - they were

really superb.

Special thanks also to those who helped us out where I
un fortunately had to leave off - your help was really

appreciated.

the collators, who nearly go troppo getting these pas==
5 suitable form for your leisurely reading enjoyment

thanks to you too.

Thanks.

: : : ark 3
cover Photograph: Lake Albina, Kosciosko National F

Rob Brodribb.
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° vou’'LL GET CHILBLAINS

808 SRODRIBB AND WENDY gy
GToy

53 lot to offer for the bushwalker ;

summer and winter. In summerl there 1S ple{:lsant.walking
through scunge free areas above the tree tlne W]J;Fh A Widea
variety of briliant wild flowers. In winter, ski t,:oul'ing
replaces walking as the casiest way to see the Nationjj B
and carries the bushie away from the Yo—=Yo slopes ang

tourii.

The Snowy Mts has n bOth

ark

The length of trip in the park is limited only by your
imagination, and may range from weeks to déy and half-day
walks. One of the most interesting areas 1s from Schling
Pass to Thredbo along the Main Range. This area is mainly
scunge free consisting of grassy meadow and clumps of
stunted bushes less than 12 inches high, filled with wilg
flowers. This area is good for the stroppy and not so
stroppy. Schlink Pass to Thredbo via Mt. Kosciusko could be
done in three days, or as we did, in seven, incorporating
side trips and allowing for bad weather. The northern end,
from Schlink Pass to Conset Stephen Pass consists of undulat-
ing plateau with numerous clumps of granite boulders - good
fun for rorting in. To the north of Schlink Pass, Gungartan
(not marked on the Kosciusko 1:100,000 map, but is at
Ref pt 257834), and the surrounding area is very similar.
Southward from Conset Stephen Pass the range becomes more

defined and incorporates the highest mountains in Australia.

of Mt. Twynam, the other peaks bein | )

g mere pimples poking Up
above the general. level of the range- Thepvigw frgm the
tops of the knobbleg are worth the effort of getting there.
You look over beautiful ranges in Victoria, along the main

lnterupting knobbies and down 1nt°

the east of Mt. Kosciusko ramshead Range, above ThredP®’



around meal times in hot weather. 1In cold weather the only

danger is that they may fall into your cup from the
stuperosed state.

Camping in summer is exXcellent. Numerous asthetic sites
abound both above and below the tree line. Water 18 not a

Other areas around the Tanges are reputed to be excellent.

A good guide to the area is 'Walking in the Snowy Mts.' by
the Geehi Club.

display of flowers carpeting the mountains just as lavishly
dS Snow 1n winter. The Daisy or Compositae Family is
represented by the White Snow Daisy, the yellow and white
everlastings, the yellow variable grounsel, the yellow billy
and bachelor buttons, the yellow blackfellows yams, the
Australian edelweiss and others. The mat plants, including
Stackhousea, Montia and pentachondra cover the ground like

a carpet. The buttercups or Ranunculaceae are represented by
a number of different species. There are numerous other

the gentians, mountain celery and alpine mint and the
fascinating trigger plant. A useful book-easy to read and

carry, for plant identification is 'Flowers of the Australian
Alps' by Nure Mass.

In winter for both the novice, angd exXperienced Nordic skier,
Plenty of fun can be had. The main range area is best
avoided by the novice as conditions are very exposed, and the
snow 1s often icy making conditions treacherous for the
uninitiated. There are plenty of spots in the National Park
where the novice nordic skier can escape the commercializgd
areas yet not risk life and limb. These include the rolling
Plains within the Ramshead Range near Smiggins, Perisher

and Thredbo. A week can easlily be spent within a few kilo-
metres of Perisher Valley without being disturbed by




ather turns nasty, Aas it frequentl,,

ol

’ on 1f the W ' =3 ) o of snow Y ana
tJrC')t}i}cl:tldoes Depending ©On thg G (i{ can sn  therg an
EUlcntgrestix:lg skiing below Smigglins Oow Oa;,.-
e 1

Sawpit Ck.).

down .

ere there
August '76, whgn we w , the .
f:ga;;:a:g g;gétfggi{y. gWhen we arrived there was onj S Doy

Y Pars
cover on the Ramshead Rang

e at Perisher, while 8 dayg lat'l'”
when we left, after 5 days of snow, it would have been er

sossible to ski the 10 miles down to Sawpilit Ck. Unfortunam
3.y our skiing capabilities prevented us recjic.:hlng Kosciuskg- )
and Lake Albina etc. With about 6 days skilng, the average
bushie would probably have enough expertize toO get there.
although, bad weather is always on.the card§ ar.ld Prevents
practice. If contemplating the main range 1t 1s essentjg,;
that there is someone in the party who has skied or wWalkeg
the area before.

-

Gear for Winter

Snow proof tents and flys are obviously essential. Even
camping down around Perisher 40 Knot winds are not uncommon,
(We had 2 nights and days of these breezes).

Similarly sleeping mats and good bags are essential. Point
Five 'Northern Lights', and Fairy Down 'Everest Mummies' are
certainly warm enough, and were guite often hog at night.
During our foulest days (40 Knots winds and -3°C at midday)
we were still quite warm in spencer or singlet and woolshirt
and woolen trou with windproof anorak and overtrou. This
1s certainly t.:he most important layer for keeping warm and

dry. Snow gaiters are also to keep snow out of the tops of
the boots. The hands and head s

Huts.




- Weather: Winter foul‘weather*cames

General Informatione

. waxm. for

unless you are experienced and well equipped for sleeping on
the snow. Beware of pack eating rats in winter. There is a
day shelter at Smiggins which can be slept in if the weather
1s foul although there is a sign there saying 'No camplng
permittedl' There are plenty of well protected camping sites
below the tree line for winter camping, as long as you can
find an area not covered with too much snow. Due to the

- low moisture content of the air, snow gum burns well even if

it 1s covered with snow for days. Unless you have a fire
avaldqmeltlng snow for water as 1t is very time and energy
consuming. Beware of chilblains! (you get them,from ‘heat-
ing up frozen feet or hands too qulckly )

Skis ‘can be hired at Perlshery Smiggins and Thredbo “for
around 320 per week. They are marginally cheaper away from

~the resorts, such as at Jindabyne or Cooma, but you thenL “

have the inconvenience of getting them to the snow. . e

- found 'Fleets' at Smiggins quite good. The hiring fee

includes breakage insurance, which means that if you breek
your skis (it 1s qulte easy to<do), they are replaced.free ‘of
charge. . . . o 1 w

e e DA ORT S~ o

wﬁcm;the south west .
Changes can oceur quite dramatlcally ‘from fine sunny weather
to blizzard conditions in @& few hours. Clouds in the S.W.,

- strong winds and.hlgh alto-stratus clouds in the east are

are apparently ominous signs, The weather greatly affects
the snow. “If there has. peen recent snow falls without wind,
then the rrdges and’  ths western slopes will be denuded of
snow leaving ruts. and.sastr;fl. ',_;ge'weather has been
the 1ast.£ew days with no. anW'QQer night then the

northern slopes will develoﬁfcrusty sSnow..— .ice after a

freeze. [This .ds éeod for brea}ing sfls, or hlttlng

submerged rodks.xi. ™ TR " e T

Access

Prrvate transpgit 1s‘a convenlence method, however in winter
there is . no" oveiflght parking @beve Sawpit Creek, and chains
are required for travelling anywhere in the Natlonal Park
during thlS tlme. , ,

Public transport is not too bad, buses going from and to
Cooma daily. It costs $12 returm to Smigglins Perisher and
Thredbo. There is also a shuttle bus service from Sawpit

Ck. to Smiggins and Perisher which costs $§5 return for

about 10 miles. Hitching 1s also very easy. The easiest way




CHOOSING A CAMERA 4
FOR BUSHWALKING

CAMERON DAVIDSON

Thig article was prompted as a result of several people
asking me for information on what type of camera they should
buy (not to mention a bit of arm-twisting from an obviously

dgsperate editor) and is therefore aimed at those with
little or no photographic experience.

First, a word or two about the film. The obvious favourite
1S colour slide film, being much cheaper than colour print
film and easier to obtain accurate colour rendition with.
Generally speaking, the lower the speed (as a rating) of the
film, the sharper the slide and the better the colours. On
the other hand if you have a film that is more sensitive

Fo light (i.e. faster) then it is easier to take photographs
1n dark conditions such as in rain-forest. Black and white

also has a place, especially among the more fanatical
photographers.

Now onto the cameras. If you're not really worried about
the quality of the photo and just want the occasional
snapshot of something in sunlight then stick to your
instamatic. Just don't get too adventurous with it - if
your subject 1is not in fairly bright light be prepared for
the midnight in the coalmine type shots. Alternatively,
allow your friendly camera dealer to deplete your bank account
and get yourself a decent camera. These come in two basic
types for 35mm film: a camera in which you line up your
subject through a viewfinder in one corner of the camera,
and one in which you actually look through the camera lens
(it's all done with mirrors). The latter system is the
single lens reflex (SLR) type and is generally the more
expensive of the two as well as beling more versatile.

The viewfinder camera is relatively cheap ($50 - $100) and
comes with varying degrees of refinements. Focussing 1s
accomplished either by guessing the camera to subject
distance and setting that value on the lens or, usually, by
what is called rangefinder focussing where there is an aid 1in
the viewfinder which informs you when the camera 1s
correctly focussed. Expesure (the combination of shutter
speed and aperture) can also be set by guesswork (not
recommended) , an off-camera light meter, or 1n most cases by
a built-in light meter. A large number of cameras in this
class can automatically set the exposure 1in dayllght.and
some can even set the correct exposure when a flash 1s

used. When used properly within their moderate range of
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There are a number of good publications on the area,

Snowy Mountain Walks by the Geehi Club 1s avgilablg in the
library. There are also a number of good ski touring books
such as 'Introduction to Ski Touring' by the N.S.W. Ski
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| ood results. Unfortunates.
speeds they gi1VeE very 9 ' el
iggttgiffgr the restriction that they do not have inter-
chazgeable lenses. This 18 where the SLR steps 1n.
lOOklng at d PriC@ 2
SLR camera you are Lce in
For a reasonable which cannot be bought with ]e..

excess of $200 (up to ones 191
< price you buy the ability to use
+han $1000) but for this Pp % Mt

' - lenses.
wide angle, telephoto, OI cloge up .
you see almost exactly what will appear on the film thus

making it easier to focus and compose your photograph.1 This
is virtually essential if you intganc.i taking close-up shots
as focussing becomes much more crltlca.:l. as the camera gets
closer to the subject. If you do not intend to buy other

lenses and you have no great desire tO take.cl.l.ose—ups then
R - a viewfinder camera of similar quality
| d half the weight. On the

otherhand, if you expect to get involved in photography
it is probably a good idea to buy one of the better SLR
cameras. Despite what some dealers may try to tell you,

the more expensive cameras generally are designed better,
contain more useable features, and have noticeably better

lenses.

Features which make for convenient photography include: a

built in light meter; automatic aperture diaphragm
operation (also called bright-field metering or semi-automatic

operation but not automatic exposure); and even automatic
exposure itself. The usefulness of a built in light meter
speaks for itself; an automatic diaphragm simplifies
operation of the camera; and, although it's more expensive
letting the camera automatically select the exposurg makes’
life easier as well as ensuring more consistent exposures

(if you're as sloppy as I am).

It seems to me that the type of photos most
who take them are scenics, people shots, : SR RS
probably in that order. Apart from the'sgcl:gggstand animals
place strong restrictions on the type of lens reYP?, they
good results. Scenes normally have to be takep <f1ulred for
limited positions and, for example, to get the: fer?‘n very
being at the bottom of a gorge a wide angle lén’s--? ing of
probably necessary. Similarly, a telephoto 1ens.éls

quite handy for getting photos from mountain;ﬁffopsjan be
mention sneaky ones of those who thought ygui‘éﬁé&ehnot' to

| . A telephoto lens 1s essential for photan their
but a few animals and birds but so 1s a bit gf g5 °°
of luck which is why there are so few photos.of ¢p-
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on walks. Close-ups don't involve quite as much expense.
The standard lens normally purchased with the camera can be
used to take close-ups either by fitting an accessory lens
to the front of the lens or by extending the lens from the
film by means of extension tubes or a bellows. The latter
method gives somewhat better results and a good set of

tubes will not cost more than $30 - $40; close-up lenses are
even less. A more extravagant solution is not to buy a
standard lens at all but to get a lens that is specially
designed for this sort of use. These "Macro" lenses also
focus to infinity thus doing everything that a standard

lens can do and more. But, however nonetheless for a number
of reasons I wouldn't advocate buying one unless taking close
-ups would be the main use to which you would put it.

I could go on for days on this subject (Groan) and
eventually all the points which I have just touched upon
would become clearer. In order not to bore either of my
remaining readers too much I suggest the easiest way to
learn more is to go and pester the salesmen until they have
explained things to your satisfaction. You'll then have a
good i1dea of what is available and the only remaining
problem 1s the worst - deciding what your requirements are.
One final word of warning - shop around, prices vary
substantially. Who knows, maybe you, too, can join the
select band of masochist trendies carrying around 20
kilograms of the latest photographic whizbangs.

"climb the mountains and get their good tidings -
Nature's peace will flow into you
As sunshine flows into trees.

The winds will blow
Their own freshness into Yyou,

And the storms their. energy,
While cares will drop off like autumn leaves."

John Muir. 1892.
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TWO WALKS IN .
THE BORDER RANGES

REG POLLITT
LEVERS PLATEAU
\

The "Mini Heybob" describes Levers Plateau

infrequently visited by the club, and one
been overlooked b

party of nine ha

dS an area

which has Certainly
Y members in recent years. Only one of our

d any real first hand knowledge of this
€au which certainly warrants closer

1l who enjoy a diversity of vegetation coupled

. converges with the railway line, where the line
1S crossed through manually operated gates. Consideration

to the operators of these gates, particularly
1f a car drop off ijs emp loyed; consequently it is advisable
to arrive early as possible and inform them of your

intentions. From here the road is followed until it forks,
whence the left branch is taken. It may be prudent to

ascertain from the nearby farm house of possible traffic

. Care

there exists sharp
concave drainage depressions which are difficult to see even

in daylight. It is desirable to take only vehicles suitable

makes it all but impassable for four wheel drive vehicles.
Although we negotiated this section at night, it affords
exXcellent views of Mt. Maroon and the Barney massif when
viewed on a clear day. While the actual length of the
precipitous section is approximately five to six kilometres,
this distance really should not deter interested parties.

crossed on to foreign soil and initially started to walk

due south through luxuriant rain forest which had the strange
capacity of deflecting our compasses, for we must have
Cchanged directions half a dozen times before we ungxpectedly
came upon the ultimate in graded tracks - the logging road
which was not indicated on "current maps". However, since
this road led in through country which alternated from rain
forest to open eucalypt forest, it provided occasional
glimpses of Mt. Barney and Mt. Lindsay for our ever ready
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BLACK CANYON

The birds were heard fluttering just above the tent as the
morning sunlight broke through the trees and the sounds of
bush turkeys and wallabiles ushered in a new day at O'Reilly's,
a day which was to prove excellent for walking. Surprisingly
we were away by eight o'clock heading back down the road in
the direction of Luke's Bluff, where we surveyed the
magnificent valley below, our €yes searching the ridge to

our right endeavouring to pin-polnt the departure point from
the Commando Trail which was to lead us down to the left
branch of the Albert River.

I must say that the stroll to Luke's Bluff which leads across
a farming property affords some excellent views of Mt.
Lindsay, Barney and Maroon with the Main Range as a lazy blue
back drop. Earlier in the morning ominous railn clouds were
seen scudding across the sky borne on a breeze which was
gquite invigorating. However, as we descended the Commando
Trail the sunlight once agailn held sway dominating the ridge
in true regal splendour, our StepsS quickening to the bright-

ness of the day.

Qur progress was quite rapid for we reached the river by ten
o' clock much to the astonishment of a herd of young heifers
who in true bovine fashion wheeled in one direction and then
another gquite aimlessly as though the sight of eight people
was simply too much for their comprehension. AS Wwe crossed
the stream we were agaln subjected to the vacant stress of
the remainder of the herd, it was almost as though these
cattle had not encountered men before. Perhaps the misnomer
nmvhe Commando Trail" deters walkers from thls area, but let
me hasten to assure those who have not employed this route
that it provides an easy and quick access to the valley below.

Initially we ran narallel to the river, avoiding lantana
which unfortunately has been making rapid advances Uup the
creek from the cleared areas below, where Castle Craig can be
seen in an entirely new perspective, forcing its rugged head
up through the sunlit sky. The creek was a welcome sight
2fter the dry grassy slopes and although progress Wwas slow
we thoroughly enjoyed ourselves as W€ cautiously moved up-
stream, for in many places there was a dearth of sizable
rocks for hopping and of course +this necessitated skirting
the chilly waters over the prolific growth of weed which

invariably conceals ankle twisting rocks and other goodies
such as sunbaking snakes.
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| unfolds beautifyy
' art of the river
None the less this p

) 1 €rtain
varied sights almost at every curn. There 1s a c
ta;?;uiﬁt sto be experienced 1n this valley with the

r y

massiveness of The Lost World frowning down on the right hang
side.

andg

It was our intention to negotiate Red Rock C}lttlng that day
however the prospect of a swim late 1in the éd ceirtoon MET wity
general disapprobation, consequently we de01. e O make Camg
on a relatively flat bank amongst some beautifully ta]l]

trees upon which were growing magnificent staghorns ang
orchids.

Music echoed through the night enlivening the glow worms who
hovered in the soft velvet blackness beyond the warm glow of
our fire. It is most enjoyable to listen to a uninterrupted
sing-along, particularly when a few members have an almost

inexhaustible repertoire of songs for the occassion. After

o HC.)WeVer, we dig not we‘x;e PI'OVing

met € to
O Cco
N the ot] ntend

| Cascade with the green imm : Shou) g
Mountain side towering above, dwarflng both the f;}-’_{ Of tﬁ:Ed
ils
And the
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viewers, leaving one with a sense of smalln

We continued our journey upstream leaving our packs at the
commencement of the upward climb out of the river and proceed-
ed on up to Black Canyon, whose presence was felt quite
sometime before we actually entered the impressive black
walls. Even though the season has been one of the dryest for
many years the volume of water plummeting down Lightning

Falls created a blast of cool air which 1s channeled down the
Canyon and is considerably cooler than the surrounding air
and gqulte pleasant and invigorating.

Lightning Falls terminates the canyon, with a smaller cascade
raining down on the left hand side into the dark green pool.
Photographers may experience difficulty in wet seasons for

the spray can virtually prevent a close approach to attain
satisfactory results.

Half an hour each way should be allowed from the commencement
of the blazed trail up the stream to the Falls, although
visitors may prefer to have a luncheon stop between these

two points where more favourable spots may be found.

The blazed trail provides a means of rapid ascent to the
graded walking track leading to the top of Lightning Falls,
and at least an hour should be allocated for this section.
Significant sections of the trail have been eroded, exposing
many roots which of course provide excellent hand-holds
enabling easy climbing, which otherwise would prove most
difficult. There are several flattish sections providing
resting spaces for a small party, these becoming more

frequent after the half way mark.

As you climb, the enormity of The Lost World comes into view,
and you are left with the feeling that you have accomplished
something. Upon reaching the graded track 1t 1s then
approximately six kilometres back to O'Rellly's and when we
traversed this section a gquilet ness pervaded the whole area

on the western side of the ridge. Strolling along a graded
track after such a walk gives one time to think of the
beauty of this fascinating area.

In the twilight just before re-entering the clearing at
O'Reilly's many scrub turkeys were seen perched high in the
trees on the lower side of the track, while a possum crouched
on the same branch as one of the turkeys, his prehensile

tail distinguishing him from the other black mass of birds.

The silhouettes of these animals against the dark foliage of




Lth the dying sun, whose agi
ht us face to face wit .
S\gilllgwed the welcome clearing, the conclusion to 3

memorable trip.

*  CORDURA rucksacks
* GORETEX raingear
* GORETEX tents

*  DOWN clothing and parkas

PO Box 93, Broadway 4000. 52 8804
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BOOK REVIEW

Showell Styles, "Back-packing - A Comprehensive Guide"
(London; Macmillan, 1976)
Recommended Retail Price: $6.95,

In this book Showell Styles, a man of vast walking experie
and a well versed author, presents what 1s tru ly a
comprehensive guide to back-packing.

NcCe

With an easy to follow systematic method he tells of his
experiences with and his advice on all types of equipment,
from tents, packs, sleeping bags and clothes etc, to tips
and gimmicks for making life easier, that have been gleaned
from numerous contacts with other walkers and a practical

ar.xd.invgntive mind. His guides to light-weight travel and
living in comfort on trips are indicative of this.

comprehensive approach to the ba
required for back-packing. Thus
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BOB ERODRIBB

western Australia has plenty to offer the stroppy or slack
bushie. There are beautiful coast walks, spectacular gorges,

pgacefgl.lakes and inlets and stately forests, not to mention
a magnificent wildflower display.

The best time to be there would probably be September to
early November. The wildflowers are at their best then, the
north is still dry and the south is starting to dry out by
mid October, December/January would probably be the worst

time fpr walking. The south is hot and as dry as a
proverbial bone while the north is too wet.

Tbe.following 1s an account of some of the areas that I
vVislited and some others that were recommended to me. It is
by no means a comprehensive study of all the walking areas

in W.A. If you want more information all I can say is "GO
West Young Man?'.

THE NORTH

The Kimberleys

This is an area for the affluent bushie. Your own vehicle
is a prereqguisite (unless you can beg, borrow or steal some
one elses). A four wheel drive would be handy due to the
wear and tear of getting to some of the interesting areas.

A standard suburban sedan will get you to all the places
worth going to, however, it may not stay together for as
long. Winter is definitely the best time of year to go to
the Kimberleys. It's not so hot and all the interesting
spots are easily accessible. In summer the roads turn to
bog and if you aren't stuck there is a $200 a wheel fine
(including the spare) if you are caught on a road closed by
the main roads dept. Cattle are the main hazard of the area.
The roads are unfenced and early in the morning and late 1n
the afternoon they are a real trap to the young player.
Tales are told of landcruisers doing end over end somersaults
after hitting cattle camped on the roads.

Fuel is another problem. Derby Fitzroy Crossing, Broome
and Willare Bridge on the Fitzroy area are the only constant
sources. In an emergency the stations will be happy to sell
you some. However, a number of them don't like making a

habit of 1t.

The Kimberleys are usually divided into Easy Kimberley




on Derby. These notes refer largely toO thl? Derby areg s 1
didn't get across to the eastern areas. hT ere are plent, X
interesting places 1in west Klmber_ley. There are 3 numb,

beautiful gorges and rugged ranges 1n the area all SUlteq 4
day trips or base camps. Most are varying distances Off ¢4
"Mt. House/Gibb River" road which runs north-east frop Derh

Napier Range

Originally a coral reef now it stands like a giant rock wal:
in the middle of a black soil plain. It is on?.y about foyy.
hundred feet high but it has been carved into lnteresting
shapes and formations by the wind and rain. It looks like
the outer wall of some mediaeval city. There are numerous
caves and art galleries along its length.

King Leopold Range

North from the Napier Range this is a true mountain range.

The rock is largely a deep red and in the early hours of the

day looks very pretty. There are numerous rocky outcrops of
interesting shapes and sizes.

Grant Range

This is a small but very interesting range about 40 kms.
south of the Derby to Fitzroy Crossing roag. It is quite

rugged with lots of very interesting looking gullies and
gorges.

Windjana Gorge

The Kimberleys are renowned for their g d Wind- -
one of the best. The Lennard River cuts through tﬁn.Jang :
Range to produce a magnificent gorge lineg by € Napie

limestone cliffs up to 100m high. The
range from a striking orange to a deep

There are a number of other fascinating gorges ip .,
Kimberley which I didn't get to due to lack to timeeSt
onset on the "wet". These include Tunnel cCk. Where g theh
of the Lennard has gouged a tunnel through the Napiea branc
A number of other gorges off the Gibb River Roag areriange'
readily accessible in the dry and are well worth aVi:ié

The most interesting area iof the west Kimberlgy district
appears to be the area to the north of Gibb Rlver,station
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This is still a very isolated area with some really
18

magnificent scenery.

The coastline in the west Kimberley 1S aisg qultihfascinatim
South of Derby, between Broome and Cape feD::cI]_ge there are "
lot of beautiful sandy beaches. North o Y € coast
drops precipitously into the sea and there are numeroys

fiord like formations along the coast.

The Pilbara

This area is famous for its mineral wealth. It also has SOme
very rugged scenery. It is an area I have only flown over.
Around Wittenoon there are supposed to be some beautifuyl
gorges. From the air they certainly look as though they
would be worth a visit. Chichester Range 1s another arez

that is quite fascinating. Winter is the best time of year
to visit this area.

North West CaEe

The south-west has lots of interesting g

there is very little water around. In DecembIn SUmme r
watgr I found was at the camping area =
behind @ road. Camping is allowed only in twogrotty PoOoOls
éverything is very dick decent. However T foungpots'where

magnificent. The wildflowers in December were pok - teally
good. A =¥
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Mt. Magog in the centre of the park is a good place to camp
for a night. A four wheel drive track leads to its base and
a track can be followed through the thick scunge up the
western side. There is room for a small party to camp in

the saddle between Magog and Talyuberlup. However, there are
plenty of one person spots at the summit where the views are
uninterrupted. Water has to be carried. Bluff Knoll is the
highest peak in the park. The views from here are worth

the effort of the climb. There is a good view of the whole
park and down to the coast and the Porongorup range in the

south. Campsites on top are again largely one person spots.
Water has to be carried from the bottom of the climb.

PorongoruE Range

Between Albany and the Stirling Range the Porongorups are a

§erie$ Of granite domes and knobbies. The slopes are covered
ln moist eucalypt forest.

COASTAL AREAS

Mt. Many Peaks / Two People Bay

Around Albany and to the east the coast is really magnificent.
Granite slabs end precipitously in the sea and there are
numerous little sandy bays nestling under tall granite peaks.
Mt. Many Peaks is about 50 kms. east of Albany and lends
itself to some really interesting coast walks or to slacking

around in one of the many little secluded bays. The water
in summer was reasonable to swim 1n.

Two People Bay and associated C. Vancouver 1s another rugged
and spectacular area. It 1s also a reserve for the

relatively rare noisy scrub bird (Atrichornis clamosus).

Nornalup Walpole Inlet

West of Albany along the southern coast there are a number
of sunken river valleys with narrow outlets into the sea.
The Frankland River at Walpole is probably one of the nicest
of these. Lined by beautiful forests the 1inlet and river
are very peaceful spots just to potter around in a canoe Or
other means of transportation. The area 1s a nationa} park
and the headquarters of the park are at Walpole. Official
camping is permitted only there, however there are numerous
beautiful places where you can get away from all the touril.
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From Derby the bitumen extends to Fitzroy Croggj
east, Broome to the south and to past Meda statj,

WEST COAST

_.___—_-___-_____

From Cape Leeuwin north to Busselton there are NUMeroye

for slacking around in. In this 5.,

retty little bays i
Et):l'nereyare numerous limestone caves. If you can put 9P wiy
the guide some of the tourist caves are Very pretty, Theré

+o be found just by wandering aroung
h

the district.

National Parks of Western Australia

All the parks that I was 1n seemed tO be very regimenteg Wit
limited official camping areas. Most also charged a minimum
of $1.00 a night per person. They have a number of parks

under 2000 hectares and only seven over 100000 hectares, o,

bigger parks are:- |
Drysdale River (northern Kimberleys)

Chichester Range (Pilbara)

Fitzgerald River (between Albany and Esperance)
Hamersley Range (Pilbara)

Kalbarri (north of Geraldton)

Stirling Range (north of Albany)

Cape Arid (east of Esperance)

wildflowers of Western Australia

They really are good. I was in Perth in October and at that
time the hills behind Perth were magnificent. There was an
incredible array of species. There were at least four
different species of Angosanthos in flower. Western
Australia has 46 species of banksias varying from the
crimsoned flowered B. coccinea (in flower in Dec. in the SW)

to a number of prostrate species. Clumps of Hibbertias of
bright yellow, mauve Thysanotus creeper, numerous peas and

dainty Thelymitra ground orchids made a really beautiful
sight. In the paddocks the rich orange floweis of tﬁe

Christmas tree (Nuytsia floribunda) looked really great.

Access to Kimberleys

Your own vehicle is definitely necessary. rhe. .
a bit far to walk to from the main roads plysg tg:foglnggs .

conspicuous by its absence. I saw two vehicles : -
along the Gibb River Road and it's the secondl!l:j:-)::l :gagour

in the area. |

g in the

north. From Broome the gravel extends 600 kms, ¢5 . p. s
Hedland. From Fitzroy the gravel extends 350 kpe Por

S+ tO north
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of Halls Creek. The Gibb River Road from Derby is a

reasonable gravel road with the main hazards beilng cattle and
sudden bottomless culverts.

Access to Gorges

Derby - 10 kms

Mt. House/Gibb River turn off - 7 kms
Windjana Gorge turn off - 123 kms

Tunnel Creek to right follow signs to Windjana - 147 kms

Tunnel Ck - 186 kms
Yamarra Gap - 136 kms (Napier Range)

Ingliss Gap (King Leopold Range) - 189 kms
Lennard Gorge turn off - 198 kms to right in about 6 kms

Rough Track
Mt. House/ Moll Gorge turn off to right - 255 kms. Moll Gorge

32 km to yard turn left 22 km to gorge
Adcock Gorge turn off to right - 276 kms drive 5 kms

Galvan Gorge turn off to left - 293 kms walk upstream 500ms
Barnett River - 309 kms left hand fork to camp 4 kms.
Manning Gorge turnoff at Mt. Barnett homestead - 315 kms
right hand fork to gorge 4 kms
Barnett Gorge - 337 kms turn left then right hand fork to
gorge 4 kms

Coast South of Derby

Access 1s via a road passable to standard vehicles in dry

weather only. Leaves Broome-Derby road about 15 kms from
Broome.

Grant Range

Turn right off main highway 26 kms past Broome turnoff sign
posted Camballin. About 25 kms turnoff to right to Myroodah
settlement. Some of the Grant range 1s sacred to the
aborigines at Myroodah and permission should be obtained
from them before you wander through.

Hamersley Range National Park

Access is from Wittenoon about 190 kms south of Port Hedland.

North West Cape

Access to the most spectacular gorges 1s to.head towards the
range from the airport at Learmonth. The tip of the cape
and the american communications base 1s accessible from the
town of Exmouth.




THE oULU-"T
Stirling Range e KA '
the any Highy
. “orth (just of ay)
From Cranbrook lgdttllzads ro the park. From Albany the
a good gravel ro ge at Chester Pass ang

e ran
d cuts through t; d gravel road running west
ting up with the Cranbrook gq,
and connec _ 4 part of the park. A B

rs residence at Chester Pas,
heel drive track -+q

drive at the picnic are;

gives good access

bitumen road runs
to the foot of Bluff Knoll.

Mt. Magog runs off stirling Range

~bout 4 kms to the west of-Magog: an

numerous fire trails throqgh ‘the park whlcg }cl:antﬁe usfjd as
walking tracks to enjoy the w1ldflowers an ea wlthout
the scunge. P ;

Porongorups : .< ; b

Access is either west from thwe';"'ﬂbany/Borden Road about 40

kms north of Albany, or east fMt Barker. The park

headquarters are about 25 kms

Mt. Many Peaks

d Talyuberlup. There ap,

Access to the coast is el ther t ” hof Cheyne Beach or

to the south at Beth Beach. The ’M_j“;“'*__'h‘fﬂturnoff is 35
kms from Albany on the Esperance “’,@ e Che yne Beach
turnoff is a further 10 kms -, " :i’%ng ~A four wheel
drive track runs from Beth Beac e sw ur u,ghig;e dlstance
east along the coast below Mt. T’s o D o

. ?;
Two People Bay / Cape Vancouver

From Beth Beach a four wheel drive track w:g 55"} Eod +h
beach round to the cape. From Alb 1 w e Q,L =
nY a road from Mlddleton

- g ‘.

Walpole / Nornalup Inlet *%;gjf“
e 2
Walpole is on the main road from Bunbu:,
around Walpole there are numerous vehl.ggfﬁ
towards the coast and back into the forest. 1
camping ground is at Coalmine Beach on the i Ltlici
east from Walpole. OESEL, |  Km
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QUOTABLE QUOTES OF '77

(THE HAVE A GO AT NEIL GIBSON PAGE)

Overheard after a Mini-Heybob collating:

Neil Gibson: Well I must be off. I have a long way to go home.
Gus: Do you need a tow?

(For Fhose of you who are unfamilar with Neil Gibson, he drives his car
occasionally - when it feels like going.)

* % % % * % % % *

Helen (after a wet night under crowded fly on Hinchinbrook, distastefully
fishing wet socks out of wet sleeping bag): "I hate sleeping with
something cold and wet and horrible.”

Liz (Tooking at Gibbo’s early morning state): "You mean Neil?”

¥ % * % % * * % %
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36 THE HOWS & WHERES OF
WANDERING ROUND TASSIE

WHY GO? Tasmania offers some of the most magnificent ang
varied walking found in Australia, ranging from isolateg
clag-bound peaks to sunny coastal beaches. Two months ¢
solid walking in Tassie leaves a further two months nex+

yearl and the year after ‘c 8 0 0 "0 .

HOW TO GET THERE . Probably the cheapest (well, at least the
surest) way is by rail to Melbourne .and by plane to
Devonport $103 return in 1976) - The train journey is very
pleasant (chuckle, chuckle) ... well a-lot more pleasant
than trips on Queensland trains. It's.a good idea to take
food for the train trip with you, as train food is

generally about the S ame quallty as refectory food and twice
aS eXpens 1ve. 0T DRSS T f—-'}._y’f;: e

nt ‘for: '"s,e-«ecxtended stay 1n Tassi
1d of reasonable quality. A down
sleeping bag is essentlal ( én-w 1n mid summer) ;, as 18
ample wool clothing. Wool is stressed since it still keeps
you warm when it's wet. A dr.;y (g,@ggng) set of clothes
should be carried to change 1nto at nlght A water-proof
tent 1s also necessary even in the Res ..e where huts are
provided since those are generally prett
can also come in handy. Tassie is not
weather is extremely changeable Wﬂ bl:
occur in summer. If you don't car:
this you could (and some havef?ﬁf]-v

WHAT TO TAKE

do sometlmes
to cope with

Extended trips reguire you car-g--z-.’ 'ne 11v of tf
freeze-dried type. About 1lkg / da;, ra Y

sufficient. Always carry a day Qr.a

weather. :
THE NATIVES. The natives are extremel ;{ > "
get along with. The easiest and che ———— and easy
around the island is to hitch. 4 g’ettlng
generally clogged with hikers. The ,& e are ;
their way to drop you off, or take yo ,”,:: B , out ©
(bushies generally have an underfed .,...‘ ,\
feed you on the way. Singly or in pairs _ e p) or
op timum hitchibility (as a function opc the carevs r

of the average car,
recorded) .

though a maximum of twe lve haod Capaci t)

Walklng on the island ranges #,
tant for your OWwWI safety
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T—COACH TOUR 14 days
. Includes express coach to Melbourne

and return plus 8 days inclusive coach
tour of Tasmania.

FLY/COACH TOUR8days | pr

et

Air Bris/Bris and 8 days fully
conducted coach tour through Tassie.

COACH TOUR 16 days
(Camping Accommodated)

Includes express coach to Melboume
and return plus 12 days inclusive

coach tour of Tassie.
.~ FLY/DRIVE 8 days | sw*

Includes air Bris/Bris and car rental
(unlimited kilometres) and
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attempt a trip that you arn't
capable of (physically) or
competent of (navigation-wise)
to carry out. Types of

country range from the over-
land Cradle Mt. - Lake St.
Clair through walk (a good one
on which to test equipment and
get fit) to the beaches of the
south coast track, Freycinet
and Maria Island, to the lakes
and peaks of P.B, the Arthurs
and Cenison Ranges.

A PLACE TO COME BACK TO.

accommodation. per person
SEA/ROAD ECONOMY -
You and your car by sea from m
Melbourne and 8 days in Tassie.

Includes return berths, car freight and per person

accommodation. j

* Fares based on 2 people travelling.

Campervan Packages or holidays

of your choice also available.

GO SEE TASMANIA, GO SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT,
HIS SERVICE IS FREE

Tasmania,
The Treasure Island.

Tasmanian Tourist Bureau,
217 Queen Street, Brisbane Phone 221 274‘30

Tassie really 1s.

Hobart is the ideal place for
a base. It offers cheap
camping at Sandy Bay Caravan
Park overlooking the yacht
harbour and the Casino. The
railway cloak room can be used
to store access gear for very
little (20¢ a week). The
cafes at Sandy Bay offer good
'real' food after a long trip
as do the pubs (an added
advantage 1s the 24 hour
trading). The GPO 1s an
excellent place for a mailing
address. And in town there
are two good walking type

shops (the Scout Shop and
the Outdoor Centre).

THEREFORE GO, enjoy yourselves
see what a magnificent place

See why many old destitute clubmembers are

seen to collect coke bottles, and even work before Christmas
just to get sufficient money together to wander off to

Tassie agaln.

With care and Hughie's blessing, it's a fantastic place to

walk.



ARTHUR’S PASS
NATIONAL PARK

CHRIS DAY

Arthur's Pass National Park straddles the main divide of the
Southern Alps approximately 150 kilometres north west of
Christchurch, New Zealand. Its name 1is taken from the 3020f+
pass which has been a major communication route between the
west and the east for over 100 years. The two townships inp
the park are Arthur's Pass and Otira which, by roadior rail,
are approximately 150 kilometres from Christchurch and 98
kKilometres fram Greymouth on the west coast. From Greymouth
1t 1s best to go by bus as the train misses the most
spectacular part of the journey by going through a 5 mile
tunnel to avoid the Otira Gorge (Arthur's Pass). Arthur's
Pass 1s a very attractive and untouristy town lying almost
at the top of the pass in a long, narrow valley between
rugged, snow capped mountains. It is the centre of the
fational park and consists of a station, national park
information centre, shop, touri tea rooms, youth hostel and a

few skiing huts. Otira, a larger town, is at the bottom of
the pass on the western side.

Accomodation is avallable at the youth hostel at Arthur's

Pass or in the mountain huts throughout the park. Camping 1is
not allowed in either town but there are campsites within 5 o
6 miles of them. It 1s recommended that you do not depend

on the local shop for all your £ood as it is always shut and
the owner seems to begrudge selling yoy anything 3
not a local. For example on a Sunda
no bread but on Monday sold us Friday'g bread.

centre at Arthur's Pass.
be seen just from the road such as the
Falls, Otira Gaorxge and a few short toyur;

are moderately stroppy tpe Bealey Vvaljle : .
good day trip (about 8 miles return fIOl'}l,l and Gl?cz.er is a

ealey Glacier 1s much.sme.aller than rox &
° ! ' essive as 1t 1s easy to climbr Franz Josef but

up to the top of it. It is really just , around the side and

t on the mounta;
hard packed snow caugh ain, so 4
allowEe)d +o build a snow man. time must be

jooks Arthur's Pass township

ich over - ‘ C :
ﬁfficult and would be a bit hagﬁﬁ than peaSar];tl'nb 1S not
Mt. Barney (S:.E. Queens land) . Cugh it jg not tﬁldge .
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highest mountain, the view from the top is really spectacular
as 1t 1s well above the tree line and level with the snow
line on other mountains. There is virtually no vegetation at
t.:he top as 1t 1s usually covered in snow and ice. 2An
1n;ere§ted feature 1s the Crow Ice Fall on Mt. Rolleston
which 1s quite green against the snow and rock. There are
two ways up Avalanche Peak and it is best to go up the
steeper track (behind the ranger's house) and come down
Scotts tragk. There are also tracks up other nearby mountains
such as Blimit Peak and Mt. Aicken. For more experienced
walkers there are a large number of routes through the park

not so clearly defined and these go to most of the huts in
the area.

If you are 1n New Zealand, Arthur's Pass is one of the best
placgs to go, as 1t is easy to get to but is not full of
tourists and the scenery is just as spectacular as anywhere
else.

MOUNTAIN EXPERIENCE

Manufacturers of MOUNTAIN DESIGNS
equipment, stockists of CHOUINARD
FORREST, TROLL, SALEWA, EDELRID,

MAMMUT, CMI, and all top climbing

equipment.

Full range of climbing, mountaineering,
bushwalking and travelling equipment.

Sleeping bags, tents, rucksacks, boots,
ropes, climbing gear, freezedried food,
books, woolshirts, rainwear, etc.

NEW SHOWROOM below our factory:-

Corner Barry Parade & Gibb Street,

Fortitude Valley,
PO box 93, Broadway 4000. QLD.
Phone STD (07) 52 8804 or 52 8894.
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A COLLECTION
OF DAY WALKS

MT. GREVILLE

Mt. Greville is situated on the shores of Lake Moogerah. ILts

main source of interest to the bushwalker lies in the gorges
eaten into the side of the mountain. There are three main

gorges, one on the north side, and two on the south-eastern
side.

To reach Mr. Greville by road, follow the "Mt. Edwards Scenic
Drive" around the shores of Moogerah. If you intend to
ascend via one of the south-eastern gorges, continue past a
turn-off to the left signposted "The Head and Wwarwick" but
take the next unsignposted turn to the left shortly after.
This turn is over a grid and through a white gateway. The
road will take you around to the south-eastern side of . ..
Greville and to a point where the twin gorges become obvious.

These two gorges are referred to as the 'left' and 'right'
gorges, named when looking at the mountain from the bottom.
The 'left' or 'Piccabeen' gorge is entered via a large scree
slope 1n a small patch of dry rainforest above the open foot-
hills of the mountain. This spot is best located by walking
a short distance in a westerly direction around the base of
the mountain. Continue past a large, dry gully that marks
the start of the right gorge, and past a small scree patch
until a second, larger scree slope is encountered. Follow

this slope uphill and into the gorge mouth - 3 rough track
exists.

The gorge is filled with Piccabeen palms and is contiftions
with only a very few subsiduary gorges. It narrows in s r y
places to about fifteen feet, with seventy-five Eaot walivera
The walls near the mouth of the gorge exceed this hai ok S
considerably, although the gorge 1s much wider Fhiare g ;

there is no running water, or 1indeed, any water st ail ‘et
gorge. 1n the

When the head of the gorge 1s reached, bear left snd #
the southern ridge to thg top. Views from the 8t rn ollow
limited by scrub; good views can be obtaineg duri are

ascent, or if you are p;epared to descend short d?gtthe ri@ge
various directions to find open patches. ances in

more rugged and has moreSubsiduary gorges, Againlt 1s also
+he head of the gorge, bear left past the other 9
hence to the top.
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! G with the northern gorge, byt
I am not personally familiar .
P der to negotiate than the other two. It

apparently it is har - t has manv br |
, , : ubb rainforest, 1Y Dranchjp
is filled with dry, Scr Z)j'ffering scope for climbing. Thg

gorges, and several spots +he right leads t
o . - ing branches toO Ll O the
main section, ignoring especially at the upper end. Fine

top, but it is very steep., / :
loose scree presents another hazard in thilis gorge.

There is generally no water anywhere on the mountain. Time
to ascend and descend via the south-eastern gorges 1S four tq

five hours, including time for lunch on top.

Thus it can be seen that Mt. Greville presents the bushwalker

with a variety of interesting gorges, as well as fairly
reasonable views, in a combination that needs only a day trip

to explore successfully.

Nigel Beeke. * EDITOR'S NOTE: The two south-eastern gorges are .almost
entirely on private land. Permission MUST be sought.
Beware of electric fences!

FLINDERS PEAK

You can see Flinders Peak from high points in Brisbane away
over to the S.W. past Ipswich. From Swann Road, the peak,
covered in rocky patches, stands out against the azure sky on
clear days. Its clarity on the horizon can be used as a
gauge, as to how smoggy or hazy the weather is in Brisbane.

The drive

First of all, go through Ipswich, and out towards Amberle
on the Cunningham Highway. Near Amberley you turn off algng
Boonah Road on your left. From this turning it jis 20. 7km.
along the roads to where you leave the cars (if they make it

211 the way)-.

h Road is quite pj
scenery along the Boona . Picturesque -
grown paddocks are sprinkled with farm houses gng totléleiedry,

cast of the road begins a line of blue—purple hills and
mountalins.

; lude Mt. Goolman (1520') ang the
The peaks it perry (1080'), Mt. Blaine ang n Iv

. ] , Flj
Aiegifltggzlg?) py far the highest. Further o tinders Peak
1TCTS

Mt. Elliott
Knob.

(1430-), Mt. wWelcome, Mt. Flintof
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About half a mile.before the small township of Peak Crossing
and roughly opposite Ivory's Rock, the Flinders Peak Road '
(labelled same) turns off to the left, and heads for Flinders

ieakk It is a gravel road, which gradually degenerates into a
rack.

Along this road you cross 10 creek crossings and pass through
two gates. There are a couple of bad patches in the road, and
during oOr after wet weather you may have to walk the last

mile or so.

Whgther continuing in cars or on foot, you stop just before a
third gate, where there are cattle yards to the left of the
road. On the right, immediately beyond the third gate 1s a
small pre-fab. house. Where you stop at the cattle yards.
Flinders Peak is clearly visible to the 5.E. a couple of miles

away.
The climb

The climb takes 2 - 2% hours.

Proceed up the main ridge directly opposite the cattle yards,
in a southerley direction through clear open country.

Further up you come to a scungy area - a Steep rocky area
covered in undergrowth. It is a short climb through or

around this scungy aread onto a prominent rocky knob. You can
steer around the western and southern edges of the scunge,
and then swing slightly ecastwards onto the rocky knob. Or,
you can come straight up through the undergrowth onto the

rocky knob.

This rocky knob is the beginning of a rocky.razorback.ridge
heading east. There are views here of Cunningham's Gap and

Wilsons Peak.

the next rocky knob, which is also
up from the south, from where
LLindsay to the S.E.

Head along the razorback to
met by a steep ridge coming
you can see Mt. Barney and Mt.

y well defined track up the

From here you go along a fairl |
ds the summit 1n a northerly

obvious ridge which goes towar



There are some tall grass trees On the way, On

direction. . fare
< a Trig. beacon for survey IreIlerence (tp
the top, there 1 9 Due to the X

' too) .
is another beacon on a knobby nearby . |
combined effects of clearing for the Trig. station, and

bushfires, the summit plateau is dusty and covered 1in
scruffy regrowth.

From the summit there are good views all arouné. You can g
Ipswich, Brisbane and the Swanbank Power Station. Also th
D'Aguilar Range and the Glasshouses are seen. In the other
directions you see the Main Range, and the whole of the

McPherson Range.

The best spot for lunch is just down from the peak On'the
Northern aspect, overlooking the Thumb (a rocky monolith
across from the main peak). -

Descent

It takes 1% - 2 hours to descend. Return the same way as

you came up. Where the ridge starts to give off spurs (in
the open forest part of the ridge) be careful to stick to

the spur you came up on, or you will end up further up or

down the entry road. R < S i ol

Take plenty of water on the trip as the surroundings are dr
and dusty, and the quality of creek water at the base of
the mountain doesn't look good. So if you happen to.spend
day then I'm sure that you'll agree that Flinders Peak is a
pleasant and interesting day walk from Brisbane. = .

Janet Traves

WILSON'S PEAK

Wilson's Peak 1s a reasonably easy climb taking approximatel
1 - 2 hours depending on the size and speed of the party.
There 1s no difficult rock-c%imbing. Despite a bit of scund
at the top, an excellent 360" view can be obtained by
standing on the rock cairn.

The easlest route is to follow the rabbit fence up the
southern slope until you reach the cliff line. From here @

track, clearly marked by strips of plastic, leads around
the base of the cliff and up an easily climbed gully to the€



top.

Road access 1s from Boonah, the last 14 miles being gravel
and not recommended in wet weather. Wilson's Peak can be
approached either from the N.S.W. border or from Teviot Gap
which 1s shorter. A good idea is to drive in via the N.S.W.

border and out wvia Teviot Falls as this makes a scenic round
tEXrip.

45

Road directions from Boonah are as follows.
distances are given in kilometres.

All

OO0Okm — Boonah - take Rathdowney Road

03km - Intersection - take right fork, then left almost
straight away but keep on Rathdowney Road

lekm — Turn right into Carney's Creek Road

23km — Road Junction - keep straight ahead (still on
Carney's Creek Road)

32km — Causeway and road junction - over causeway then
straight ahead towards N.S.W. border. (turn right
here only if you want to go via Teviot Falls)

34km - Gravel road starts

36km - Road junction - straight ahead

41Kkm - Road junction - straight ahead to N.S.W. border

4 8km - Very sharp right turn just over crest '

49km - N.S.W. border and gate. ©Stay on obvious main road
until causeway

4 7km - then intersection take sharp right hand turn Road
marked "Killarney via The Head" (grid immediately
after turning)

59km - Causeway and then veer left. Follow obvious main

| road until

66km - (approx) Border gate (back 1in Qld) follow road
until

6 8km - (approx) Intersection - turn right towards Teviot
Gap. In the next few miles you will see the

rabbit fence and when it starts to leave the road,
that 1s where you start walking. There are 2

fences; follow the one furtherest away from the
road.

By continuing along this road you will come to
Teviot Gap and then to reference 32 above.

: O+

The trip is made all worthwhile by the superb 360 views at
the peak, which include the Main Range, McPherson Range,
Mt. Lindsay, Barney and the Lamington Plateau.

Chris Dawes.
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MT. MAROON

Mt. Maroon, south of Boonah, is fairly 1isolated fyrq

surrounding mountains. It lies several miles to tpe norey
Mt. Barney, and three miles east-:-north-east of Mt, May ey
which it is connected by a low ridge. The eastern Side i,
fairly precipitous, but the western side Slopes gently away
Two types of routes exist up the mountain, either j long, ™
slow walk up the southern or western ridges; or a,C{UiCker,
though steeper and stiffer climb up tbe eastgrn Slde. 1The
second alternative offers a more scenic and lnteresting rout,

and is consequently the one I will consider here.

M the

A reasonable campsite exists at the starting point for the
ascent of Maroon from the eastern side. This campsite ig g
the edge of a lagoon on the north-east side of the mountain,
To reach it by road, continue through Maroon township on the
Boonah-Rathdowney Road, ] |
township continue st alght ahead with "Cot

mlles the campsite will be reached. It is

. , ! Range looks very impressive when
viewed from here, including Mts. Ballow, Barney, Lindsay,

Earnest and Glennie. Also visible are the peaks of the Malf
Range, as well as the Lamington Plateau, and as far north
as the D'Aguilars.

Site takes four to five hours:

top. Water may be found 1n tiﬁ
heath swamp between the two Peaks. This trip is well wOZI
the few hours needed, both from the interesting nature ©f
the eastern side of Maroon,

. SWS
. and also from the very good s
obtained.

Nigel Beeke
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. COME TO RELYANS & LANHAMS FOR

CONTINENTALTENTS

LARGE SHIPMENT OF THE VERY
LATEST IN CONTINENTAL STYLES

&.»  JUST ARRIVED e
= Everything from the roomiest deluxe models down fo compact hiker fents — also, all
the accessories you could possibly need. Relyans & Lanhams stock: Stoves, Chairs and

Tables, Hammocks, Air Mattresses, Sleeping Bags, the works.
BRAMPTON TENT
T

” \_ Lightweight 4 man tent
with sewn in rubberised
tloor. Waterproof tent
\ fly and mud wall give
\\ added all weather pro-
tection $ 145

N
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HEROAM TENT: 2
man tent of water-
proof continental cot-
ton canvas. Front en-
trance IS mosquito
netting and extended
roof _ protects walls.

R
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N

......

O
------

HAYMAN: Features easily-as- i B . | Q- o AN -
sembled, spring-jointed duralum G AN ’ < Pl \GVaE
{rame. Rear window has storm IR | - o S R
flap. Sewn-in ised floor
ond mud wall. § /70

SAFARI ALICANTE: Latest
continental style. Flow through
ventilation from 2 zipperecd
doors. Sewn-in P.V.C, Ground-
sheet and roll-up dividing
curtaiz panoramic side win-

dow, 33
SAFA aioum : Spacious

celuxe 4 man tent. All the
features of Alicante plus roll-

up kitchen extension. $490 AVALUN ] Zippéféd front opening.

OPEN MON.-FRI., ALSO SAT. 8.30-11.30 A M.

. Spacious 3 bedrooms with full

PTY. LTD.
183 Mary Street, Brisbane 4000 Ph. 29 4477
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A‘AM;_%% damper is cooked in the white hot ashes after 3 Dig
fire has burnt down. The damper must be only.a Fouple of ’
inches thick so it will cook right through quickly. The Coal
are scraped aside and the shaped dough placed 1n the Centre
of the hollow. Take care covering it over. It must be mada
airtight to prevent it kurning.

|
|

Camp ovens are also popular if you c;on't like brushing the !
ashes off a damper placed directly 1n the coals. These are,'ﬁ
however, a little heavy to carry on bushwalks. I usually

use a frypan with a metal plate as a lid. (The cooking setg
that fold together are ideal.) Grease both well. Any com-
bination of flour and rising generally works, and depending
on the slackness of the trip, there are a number of extras
you can add to make it even more scrumptious. Served with
Jam or honey and a good cup of tea, a damper is good tucker |
any time of the day. Here are 2 varying recipes to give you
some 1deas to get started.

I. A couple of handfuls of flour mixed with a couple of
pinches of baking powder, salt and cream of tartar. Add abot
a quarter of a mug of water and mix well. If the dough |
sticks to everything it's too wet and if you haven't any more
flour you are in trouble. -Otherwise, the dough may still be
too dry, so in this case add a little more water, kneading,
to make the dough smooth. Shape and place in pan, cover and

cook. Depending on the heat of the fire, the damper could

take from 10 minutes to % hour. ,
II. An alternative 1is to use self-raising flour, (wholemeal
preferably) and add some raisins, a little sugar and powdere
milk and an egg. Agaln, add the water only a little at a 1
time, otherwise it will become too sticky. This sweet dampé&
is delicious for supper with butter and strawberry jam.

a damper on your next bushwalk. : |

FLAVOURING MEAT: = .. - - i _
If you forget to take along your herbs and spices, a lovely

|
way of flavouring meat is by cooking it layered between the
wet branches of bottle.brush or ;red' river gum. This should
be done in a shallow pit with a fire of red river gum Or
paper bark wood, which will' 4156 impart a delicious flavout:

] L
‘/("-.- '~, " - -.' . ™
.OI "'v 4 :?iii t' ."";r- > "' '

. V. e e ., .
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BEAN CASSEROLE:

A bean casserole is a good value dinner and doesn't require
Much preparation. Just boil a couple of handfuls of various
dried beans (lima, kidney, haricot, blackeyed, etc.) with a
few lentils in salted water for an hour or longer, depending
On how soft you like them. If you have a base camp, you
Could leave them soaking all day, which cuts down on boiling
time. Add a chopped carrot, zucchini, onion, tomato and a

Stock cube when the beans appear to be almost cooked. This
1S very filling for a couple of people.

KANGAROO OR WALLABY TAIL:

L1 you know that a kangaroo or wallaby tail can be used as
2 basis for stew exactly like oxtail? It also makes a good
Kangaroo tail soup. Roast the tail for a couple of hours

SO the skin comes off easily, cut into sections and coat with
ﬁlour. Put 1t into a big billy with water to cover, season-
1Ng, some butter, and the usual veges (potato, onion, carrot,

€tc.) Simmer for an hour or so, until meat starts to fall
from bones. '

ato soup powder mixed with about 2 tablespoons of water.
with slices of salami, sardines or anchovies, olives, and

plenty of crumbled tasty cheese. Cover with a metal plate
and bake until cheese melts and runs everywhere.

Top

SNAKE:

You need Z2people tobake a snake, as it must be stretched over
the fire between them to prevent it frizzling into a small
tightly-curled black char. This relaxes the muscular contrac-
tions and allows 1t to berolled like a rib roast. The roll

is tied with string and buried in the coals to cook. Baked
snake tastes like delicious chicken.

FLYING FOX: | |
The flying fox is cooked in New Caledonia when a special

delicacy is required. They are cooked in red wine with prunes.
In Malaya, they are cooked in the oven, then the meat is
shredded into a bowl. The pieces are then dipped into a

49
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Seuce of soya sauce, ginger, oil, and spices. Except ¢ |
gall bladder, all parts including the bone§ Of the fhdér?
fox, can be eaten. No preparation is required, as thg 9 |
animal is placed in the fire and the Wings burnt off '
legs of the flying fox taste like ham.

PANCAKES :

Pancakes are good for breakfast especially if you've

_ ot sop
Noney or Strawberry jam. Mix 2 tablespoons of flour |

for ey
Pancake with a little powdered milk, sugar and a beaten

cover the bottom of the pan quickly. The pan should b

ly buttered to prevent s ticking.
bubbles appear.

1n butter and ja

e lig
Flip the pancake when

Flipping is just a flick of the wrist,

Smo
m or honey and roll up. Delicious' 3

WITCHETTY GRUBS:
oo bl W o, A 20

You can eat witchetty grubs 'au naturel' but grilled witc 5
grubs in butter are a real delicacy. You could serve wit-!
chetty grub kebab at your next barbecue. :

ZDITOR'S NOTE:

All of Queensland's native mammals, birds, reptiles, (and |
two species of butterfly) are legally protected. Thus snak
kangaroos and wallabies, and flying foxes are protected |
fauna in Queensland and should not be used for these recipe€

(Seasons may be declared on some species. Information and i

permits may be obtained from the National Parks and Wildli.
Service.)

—_————

.

"solitude, in the sense of being alone, is essential to any depth 0{
meditation or of character; and solitude in +he presence qf natz::’gh }
beauty and grandeur is the cradle of thoughts and aspirations sz ! do
are not only good for the individual, but which society could 1
without.”

7.S. Mill - Principles of Political Economv.



TASMANIAN RAMBLINGS B

} RUSSELL O'MALLEY
i

It was one snowy, blowing, rainy day of the 1976 Tasmanian win-

ter, when looking for things to do while still in bag, that the
Past few years graphic scribblings provided me with the answer
r- February, March. Yes, determined to discover the driest

|

months of the year when I might at last be able to appreciate

Fhe full beauty that is so often shrouded by mists, I used an
,1nfallible statistical guide to past weather conditions =

the hut log books coupled with bushwalkers' tendencies to remark
’(Often tactlessly) on anything but the clearest skies. Having
@ couple of weeks of my summer vacation remaining, I set out

With express aims on the Western Arthurs, the southern end of
'the Lake €t. Clair National Park and the Cape Pillar seascapes.

fAs the plane taxied to the Devonport terminal, the wind rush
' from the propellors sent swirling waves through the endless

!fields of yellow flowers. The isolation and small size of the
island was apparent through the lack of traffic and yet ease

with which the Mt. Field National Park and Russell Falls were
reached that same day.

-

 WESTERN ARTHURS: Walking away from the scar that is Scotts Peak
Dam, the air was thick with the smell of the leatherwood blos-

soms. The range before me portrayed a jagged skyline withhoid-
ing the mystical beauty of the Western Arthurs traverse to come.
Arriving at Junction Creek hut in mid-afternoon, a vaguely fam-

iliar log book greeted my eye. An earlier (1973) entry reminded
me of my firm intention never to return to the land of button

‘grass plains and march flies. Still, under perfect afternoon
skies and 1tching to ascend to the land of the gods, the Tas-
manian wilderness had already regained all its charm for me.

After a steady climb to the top of Moraine A, the view from

the ridge below Mt. Hesperus shows accurately the nature of the
western Arthurs where a continuous row of peaks stretch east -
west and yet from this first crest, the terrain is already
dropping sharply to the south, yielding uninterrupted views

of Bathurst Harbour and the southern ocean shores some miles
away. Now too, the purple haze of far away mountains had be-
come grey rugged dolorite outcrops with steep scrubby approaches.
In sight now is the first of the myriad of tarns, each with its

own perfect setting - Lake Fortuna. After climbing quickly to
Mt. Hesperus, the shadows were growing longer and a scramble

down the 510pes to Lake Cygnus brought an end to a good day.

pay two brought tl}e real start to the Traverse with narrow cliff-
1ines and large rises and falls in height. Coming onto a good
viewing point south of the track, the impressive sheer face
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- ' nestling the :
ri . ‘ peak to Mt. Orion Sti
Sinc from Procyon to be forgotten. EVerYw&mfm&

o :
fquare Lake made apicture not h 1 & S
- . . bells showed themselves on thg L

11d iris and Christmas th of Square Lake ang t“*hﬂ

'oors. After crossing to the solU S S T
the saddle between Mt. Orion and Mt. Sirius, the whoile th?r'

range ahead and still more distant, the Eastern Arthurqut@
“"ederation Peak prominent made a spectacular view. Clhmnnh |
from Square Lake to the ridge cz.:est.was typlcal.of the travg

each ridge hides another tarn with 1ts own Speclal appeag] . tsg

the steep climb becomes easier with the curiosity of what l?“fl

ahead. Mt. Sirius provicdesa good sice trac}f from which prées
ably the best views of the trip can be attained.. On Feturp;
to the saddle which overlooks Lake Oberon, 1 attempted ¢q e
follow the route guide but somehow the "clear slopes leadip,
down" evaded me and an interesting though not too terripj. ’
time was spent utilizing thefull extent of my reach hangnwtb'
Sscoparia and swinging down the very steep gullies which ever.tr.1
ually emerge at the clear shores of Lake Oberon. With the da
still young, a quick look at the route guide again provideg '

Some interesting reading where very specific details were

~

given - "Climb thePegasus." Perhaps the route taken iy myse]f
was an incorrect one, however if not, one short section reqyjrd
noting: that being the apparent impass enroute to the top {

Oovercome only by manoeuvering through a small skylight about |
one average body (without pack) wide. (this is the correct’ |
route. Editor.) From the Pegasus a fairly distinct though '
sometimes misleading track heads for Mt. Capricorn. Despite
reasonable going along steepslopes, on the few occasions when |
the track petered out I finally understood that the path is * |}
not always under your feet but often straight above your head
and up 1s the answer. Coming down is even more vertical in
places though withuse and the fact that you can see where you

are going the way 1s fairly obvious.

Resting in the saddle between Mt. Capricorn and the ridge lead
ing to Dorado Peak were the first signs of life I'd seen since;
Scotts Peak Dam. Three Melbournites had come to do a section |
of the traverse. Shortly after I arrived, a great clap of |
thunder rumbled from the west seeming to hang in the humid |
still air between the peaks beforethe storm. Without further |
ado and fixing my sights on the south west slopes of Mt. Col™ |
umba all four of us moved very quickly to the exposed High Moo
The storm coming closer and the thunder more freguent, W€ -]
strained even harder to reach the more sheltered campsite of ]
lower moor. The tents were pitched just in time to recelVe
the first drops ofa heavy storm. During a reprieve in the _ ..
. 1L+
rain one of the others walked out to the most prominent pziurr

overlooking the beautiful Lake Minas below, however camé
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1ng back with his hair on end swearing lightning had opened the
sky only a few feet from him. -

Ehe Torning dawned a sky of broken clouds and light breezes.
fée first section of the walk covers what are aptly named the

>€99ary Bumps', referring to the ups and downs on the narrow
ridgetop. The first section to 'Lover's Leap' provides a
series of interesting manoceuvres ang amazing scene changes vary-
ing from the razorback ridgetops, to the near vertical drop
1into the saddle before 'Tilted Chasm' - the sheer overhanging
-walls of 'Tilted Chasm' itself, where again the angle of fall
1S spe?tacular, to the number of little jumps required before

LoYer S Leap' making you wonder whether it is over-rated and
yOu V€ missed it, then the Leap itself with the soft earth
mound on the other sijide having two heavily imprinted boot-
 marks showing that it has been done before. At every corner
a new lake, sometimes hundreds, sometimes a thousand feet

- below, shows itself, making this ancient glacial scenery uni-
que to the Australian landscape.

As”Haven Lake came into sight the wind had grown much stronger

- and the clouds more ominous. The campsites described 1in the

route guide (indeed the only usable hundred square feet since

ilgh Moor) are on an exposed slope running with water; not

an l1deal site for a tent in bad weather. Pushing on to Prom-

ontory Lake, the vagueness of the route guide had me worried

- for the first timec. Though the view from Mt. Scorpio is good,

- the summit is not on the through route and sidling around to

- the northern saddle is more direct, particularly with bad

- weather coming in... After the rugged terrain of the route so

far covered, I was almost ready to tackle the arete leading

cast from the summit of Scorpio. However a quick compass

bearing showed the true direction and the fact that although

you can't see Lake Vesta you know it is there many hundreds

of feet below, and down 1s the way to go. Just as I began

the descent, Scorpio was engulfed in racing clouds. Cold

- rain and high winds helped me quickly find the correct route
off the ridge onto the more sheltered but steep slopes surround-
ing Lakes Vesta and Juno. Although most of the previous tarns
enroute drained themselves through southerly gaps, the remain-
ing waters found their way to the Arthur Plains of the north.
’hile climbing at the base of the north east cliffs of Carina
Peak, there was a good vantage point to view the waterfall
between the two lakes. Coming upon Promontory Lake was a
relief, as the cloud level was descending almost as fast as I
dropped in altitude, though there was still a considerable

} distance to go to the campsite. Like Haven Lake the shores

. are exposec and findinc the least e¥posed, highest and driest
% .
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cbot was difficult if not irmpossible as the ensuing Weat)
showed. e

''v thoughts reflected on the shorts and shirt I hag been '
ing that morning to the now full array of wool shirt, anowear,'
long and overtrousers - evidence of the rapid climatj. or 3k,
of any alpine region. NO sooner was the tent up than Visiggge _
ity was reduced to zero, light intensity fell to the Same L.
the rain pelted down causing an almost instant rise jp the
watertable of about a. foct, so that the tent may as ey E
been pitched in the middle of the lake, and the wing gustsave.
literally roared past with increasing fury. The intensit+
fluctuated throughout the night but by mid-morning the wog _
was over aré by lunch the bad weather had gone as quickly a:t -,
1t had come.

Setting off again in shorts and shirt and thinking of tgg
landmarks of Lake Venus, the Phoenix, Crags of Andromeda, ,,
could not help feeling how aptly they were named and hoy much |
a part of the scene I had become. Looking from the West Porta
1t was interesting to contrast the way Federation Peak hag
suddenly grown in size and lost its foreground of rocky ridge |
tops, so evident from Mt. Sirius, to be clear and impressive |

but still some distance away across Pass Creek. The Crags
of Andromeda are just that and though many tracks appear to
descend on the approach side of each Crag, T finally ran out !
of Crags and tracked through cut scoparia on the south side of
Lucifer Ridge, regained the crest of the moraine and found
the last of the lakes - Rosanne, as beautiful and as indiv-
idual as Fortuna, the first of them some days before.

ay's |
N

When you reach Lake Rosanne you know it is over; no more peaks
no more tarns and that tomorrow is a long dry walk along the |
undulating lowlands of the Arthur Plains. Navigation-wise |
this 1ironically proved to be my worst day; first finding my-
self about forty feet above a gully clambering from one
section of horizontal scrub to another and finally, looking
back at a quartz-pebbled track, I found I had chosen the wrond:
saddle to descent to Cracroft Crossing so that except for ]
the last fifty yards to the hut I hadn't put a foot right all’
morning. The walk out to Scotts Peak Dam that afternoon was
uneventful except on my return to Junction Creek Hut, I NOY
iced that a group of other UQBWCer's had, unbeknown to M€
begun the traverse not 24 hours after my start.

PINE VALLEY: Being in fine physical condition after the cki |
"estern Arthurs, I did not delay in Hobart except toO resto-". .

travelling to Cynthia Bay on the southern end of Lake St-
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by the following afternoon. Quickly discovering that the jet
boat service was exorbitantly priced and that 1ts first run
was not until 10.00 am, I prepared for my fifth walk argund
the ecge of the lake. Early in the morning I left for rine
Valley. Though the scenery was familiar, memories of the
short, bleak days of winter with rushing streams and the
snow carpeted forest floor contrasted heavily with the long
YebFuary days and the dry conditions which made for much
easier walking. The ring of mountains from Mt. Byron toO the
Acropolis formed an impressive'backdrop to the flowering
Leptospermums, prolific along the valley track. while walk-
lng up the forest track ‘to the hut, I looked through a gap
in the trees to see the open valley of sphagnum moss and
button grass - reflecting on the water running below, never
dry enough to deplete it, never cold enough to freeze 1t
never c}eep enough down to prevent your foot or whole body
(degf?cing on location) going through it - always there and
apt. " named last winter - "Permabog."

After an early lunch it was up to the "Labyrinth" where the
European landscapes of icy lakes, snow and pine trees had
transformed to the Australian summer scenes of low heath,
bare rock an¢ an expanse of water, Lake Opisthion. Realizing
there was still a few hours sunshine left in the day, I
decided that to see the Acropolis at sunrise would be unusual
and worthwhile, so that pack was put back on again and the
steep ascent to the plateau begun. Despite a previous
attempt and long distance viewing between clouds, this was
+he first time I had actually seen the massif at close hand
and even from the plateau it 1s most spectacular.

After pitching the tent, I began to look for water. Usually
having it under the tent and between toes, it became quite
frustrating to find that the whole moor appeared dry. How-
ever in the last gully before the climb, a "permabog" yield-
ing clean fresh water was found.

Wwith camera ready the first light yielded a number of 'Ayers
nock' like colour changes from red through orange to yellow
2s the line of light crept down the peaks, then to the plat-
cau and sometime later to the valley below. While the morn-
ing was still cool and most sane people were still sleeping
in: the valley below, I.bggan the ascent o§ the Acropolis
which is truly entertaining and unique, with tall sheer faces
of rock towering above, unusual 1sglated, slender pillars
standingeussentinels on the mountaintop, a pile of crashed

. 1lars appearing in all not unlike the ruins of the Acropolis
menal work of nature. In the early morning there
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. 211 so distant from t}
was no haze, a light breeze€: ' the massj '
on thg iz’ ' Frgm the highest point on 51t you Cou)4

plains. FI f peaks, from Geryon near at hanpg d

: ; ‘

Ossa, the highest point in Tasmares: ﬁthreﬁigines-ca, in |
the west almost to the edge of the ed ) . SNJOying o
! have been a long period, apg

timelessness for what must
cering amongst the tall weatherged columncsi,tklltegegan Slowly .
retrace my steps first toO cynthia Bay an - O Hobart t}

which at that moment seemed a world apart.

CAPE PILLAR: Having only flicked throuch a few articleg in ;
the "Tasmanian Tramp" and heard from others who had beep |

there I was looking forward to exploring the real nature of}
the Tasman Peninsula.From Hobart central'where the bridge |
was still incomplete the procedure was flI’St.tO take the
ferry across the Derwent to Bellerive then hitch out the ajp

port road toward Port Arthur. After passing through Eagle |
Hawk Neck there is a signposted turn to Fortescue Bay (l3knm
off the eastern side of the highway. At that time the
Forestry Cepartment had c losed the road to facilitate new op<
erations so that I was faced with a 10km road walk in the
February sun. To decrease the boredom I began wandering |
along with my nose into "War and Peace." After a few pages
or a couple of kilometres, a good-natured forestry worker

stopped and drove me to the turn-off sign to Cape Pillar ‘
which cn that day was lying on the ground dozed under by dirt

|)
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The walking track is well worn passing first through scleros
phyll forest then more open country, dropping steeply into.
the scrubby Lunchtime Creek which is the last creek with a:
good permanent flow of water and rising sharply again to theé
thick heath headland where soon the sea becomes apparent 1in
the scuth. The track then crosses to the east and from the
top of the hill before walking onto the Cape proper, the tall
lighthouse of Tasman Island appears. In February '77 this
area at the neck of the Cape was still black and bare from 3
a recent bushfire and detracted from what must have been 2|1
beautiful setting around Perdition Ponds, the last reliableiv
water (though not running) on the Cape. It is from here thé8
the walk really starts with outstanding views of the most
rugged cliffline around the Australian coast. Gigantic orgey
pipes, the result of igneous cooling and sea weathering to¥ed
a thgusand vertical feet from the azure blue sea below. g |

the sight of the crashing seas and +h f
: : e sound of the sur
out of time. After a little way, Cape Pillar appears prom

ently, with a deep watery canvon : _ ¢ von
Tasman Island at its closest goi;ltseparatlng itself
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This was z good afternoon's walk from the road and I was settiling
@bout removing the contents of my pack, when the sun appegred
under the clouds giving a purely golden light to everything
SO that the cliff-faces catching its rays produced some rare
and beautiful lights - much film was exposed with worthwhile
results. Next morning proved overcast though the walk to
the Cape itself continued to illustrate the grandeur of the
Southern cliffs and finally of the eastern coastline towards
"The Lanterns" as well. After narrowly escaping the fattest
angriest Tiger snake I have ever seen, my nerves were on edge
- and it took no time at all to reach my overnight campsite
again. The walk out was by the same route and after a quick
- change from bushwalker to a mild-mannered, well-dressed
€1ty person I took a lift to the Hobart airport, but not with-
Out stopping at the Blowhole on Eagle Hawk Neck where the
swell was especially large that day. (H.W,C. informs me of

a4 new Tasman track from Waterfall Bay to Fortescue Bay which
- pPpromises to be worth exploring in future.)

: "DAY 4 LAUGHING CREEK TO HANGING LAKE 10 - 18 hours

Distance - 2% miles, climbing 3000 feet.

 This ie the hardest day of the trip. The climb to Geeves BLluff lies
entirely within dense forest. Progress is very slow and there is no
water on the ridges. Once in the forest, there is little if any
visibility. Although several parties have successfully found their way
none seem certain of their precise route. The following route has beenJ
selected from aerial photos (1948 and 1961) to avoid major valleys.

Although it has been discussed with those who have done the trip, it has
not been proven on the ground.

Extract from Hobart Walking Club "Route Guide No. 5 - Feder-

ation Peak" - Day 4 of Federation Peak wvia the 014 River Route
— -2 “-da the 0Old River Route
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